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SUBJECT: PARLIAMENT PASSES CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FOR STRONG 
PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM 

REF: COLOMBO 3706 (NOTAL) 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ON OCTOBER 4 AFTER LESS THAN THREE HOURS OF DEBATE, 
THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY (NSA) BY A VOTE OF 128 TO 0 PASSED THE 
SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHING 

A STRONG PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM. THE AMENDMENT WILL BECOME LAW 
WHEN SIGNED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUT WILL 
BECOME EFFECTIVE ONLY AT A DATE TO BE DETERMINED BY PRIME 
MINISTER J.R. JAYEWARDENE AND WEHN PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE. END 
SUMMARY 

2. BEFORE MRS. BANDARANAIKE LED THE SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) 
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OUT OF THE NSA PRIOR TO THE VOTE, SHE ATTACKED THE AMENDMENT AS 
DESTRUCTIVE TO THE FUNDAMENTALS OF DEMOCRACY BY ESTABLISHING ONLY 
ONE INSTRUMENT OF POWER-THE PRESIDENT. CONCOMITANT WITH 
AGGRANDIZEMENT OF POWER TO THE PRESIDENT, SHE ARGUED, WILL 
BE A REDUCTION OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S POSITION TO 
THAT OF A PRESIDENTIAL PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER AND A 
DIMINUTION OF THE POWERS OF PARLIAMENT. SHE CHIDED THE 
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PM FOR NOT LIVING UP TO HIS PROMISE TO CONSULT WITH ALL 
THE POLITICAL PARTIES ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
AND FOR NOT HAVING PUBLICIZED THE FULL TEXT OF THE 
AMENDMENT. 

3. THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION 
FRONT (TULF), A. AMIRTHALINGAM, AND HIS PARTY REMAINED 
IN THE NSA BUT DID NOT VOTE. GIVING HIS REASONS 

FOR NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE DEBATE AND NOT VOTING, 
AMIRTHALINGAM SAID THAT THE FORM OF SRI LANKA'S GOVERN- 
MENT IS IRRELEVANT TO THE TAMIL PEOPLE AS LONG AS THEY 
CONTINUE TO BE DENIED THEIR BASIC RIGHTS. ONE MEMBER 
OF THE OPPOSITION, S . THOND AM AN, REPRESENTING THE 
CEYLON WORKERS CONGRESS, VOTED WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 
THOND AMAN, WHO IS NOMINALLY PRESIDENT OF THE TULF, HAS 
TRADITIONALLY SUPPORTED THE RULING UNITED NATIONAL 
PARTY. 

4. WHEN THE LAW IS PROMULGATED, THE PRIME MINISTER WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY BECOME PRESIDENT WITH STRONG EXECUTIVE 
POWERS, RELINQUISHING HIS PRIME MINISTERSHIP TO A YET 
UNNAMED SUCCESSOR. HE WILL REMAIN AS PRESIDENT 
REGARDLESS OF POSSIBLE DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT AND 
SUBSEQUENT PARLIAMENTTARY ELECTIONS UNTIL THE ELECTION 
OF 1983. AT THAT TIME, A NEW PRESIDENT WILL BE CHOSEN 

IN A NATIONAL ELECTION. 
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5. COMMENT. WITH THE OVERWHELMING UNP MAJORITY IN 
PARLIAMENT, THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT THE AMENDMENT WOULD 
BE PASSED. AS NOTED IN REFTEL, HOWEVER, THE PM BY 
SEEMING TO RUSH THE AMENDMENT THROUGH IS LEAVING 
HIMSELF OPEN TO CRITICISM THAT HE MIGHT HAVE AVOIDED 
HAD HE ADHERED TO A MORE LEISURELY PACE ALLOWING 
FULLER PUBLIC DEBATE. ADDITIONAL CRITICISM WILL BE 
LEVELED AT HIM FOR RENEGING ON HIS PROMISE TO 
CONSULT ON THE AMENDMENT WITH ALL POLITICAL 
PARTIES. AMIRTHALINGAM VERIFIED THAT THE PM DID NOT 
CONSULT WITH THE TULF AS EXPECTED AND THAT HIS FAILURE 
TO DO SO WAS A DISAPPOINTMENT. 

WRIGGINS 
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